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Module aims

e Tointroduce the academic expectations of Higher Education and the core skills
required for undergraduate success.

e Todevelop proficiency in academic integrity, specifically the technical application of
Harvard referencing.

e To build confidence in formal academic writing, focusing on structure, tone, and the
"mechanics" of an essay.

e To establish a habit of reflective practice, using academic feedback to set professional
and academic goals.

Module Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, students will be able to:
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Demonstrate academic integrity by applying correct Harvard referencing conventions to a
range of academic sources.

Apply essential academic writing skills, including formal structure and objective tone, to a
skills-based written task.

Identify personal academic strengths and areas for growth through the critical analysis of
feedback.

Construct a realistic plan for future academic development using the SMART (Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Timely) goal-setting framework.

Assessment

Indicative Assessment Tasks:

This section outlines the type of assessment task the student will be expected to complete as
part of the module. More details will be made available in the relevant academic year module
handbook.

Assessment 1: Referencing Quiz A technical assessment conducted via the VLE. This tests
the student's ability to create accurate in-text citations and reference list entries. A minimum
pass rate of 20% is required to demonstrate foundational competency in academic integrity.

Assessment 2: Essay Skills-Based Assessment This is a "low-stakes" essay where the grading
focuses on the skills (structure, grammar, referencing, flow) rather than the complexity of the
subject matter. It serves as a benchmark for the student's academic writing level.

Assessment 3: Feedback & Reflection Students will produce a reflective portfolio consisting
of two parts:

@® Part A: A500-word justification/reflection on their progress so far, specifically engaging
with feedback received in the module.

@® PartB: Aset of SMART targets for the remainder of the year, including a rationale for
why these targets were chosen.

1 1 Quiz 10%
2 2 Essay 50%
3 3,4 Portfolio 40%
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Derogations

N/A

Learning and Teaching Strategies

The module is taught through a combination of research seminars, practical workshops, and
one-to-one project supervision. An active learning approach will be used to engage learners in
advanced research methodologies and ethics, involving individual critical reflection and
collaborative research design activities. The Moodle VLE and other online resources will be
available to support the extensive independent research required. The approach aligns with the
university’s Active Learning Framework (ALF) to provide flexible and accessible support for the
independent project.

Welsh Elements

This module is delivered in accordance with the Active Offer principle, ensuring that the Welsh
language and culture are visible and embedded throughout the learning experience. Where
applicable, contentis deeply rooted in the Welsh context, critically evaluating policies such as
the Curriculum for Wales and the ALN Act alongside international perspectives. Bilingualism is
normalised within lectures through the use of bilingual learning materials, including slide titles
and subheadings. Assessment briefs are provided bilingually, and students with fluency or
confidence in the language are actively encouraged to submit coursework and presentations in
Welsh. All Welsh-medium submissions are marked by fluent staff with feedback provided in
Welsh. Additionally, personal tutorials and pastoral support are available through the medium
of Welsh with fluent staff members.

Indicative Syllabus Outline

HE Transition: Navigating the VLE, library systems, and academic culture.
Referencing: The "why" and "how" of Harvard Referencing; avoiding plagiarism.
Writing Mechanics: Sentence structure, paragraphing, and the "Academic Voice."
Critical Thinking: Moving from descriptive writing to basic analysis.

Reflection Models: Introduction to Reflective Cycles.

SMART Goals: How to turn feedback into actionable targets.

Al & Academic Integrity: An introduction to Al writing tools and their implications for academic
work. Students will critically consider the ethical use of Al in Higher Education, including when
and how Al assistance is permissible, and the importance of maintaining their own academic
voice.

Indicative Bibliography

Please note the essential reads and other indicative reading are subject to annual review and
update.
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Essential Reads:
Cottrell, S. (2019) The Study Skills Handbook. 5th edn. London: Red Globe Press.

Pears, R. & Shields, G. (2022) Cite Them Right: The Essential Referencing Guide. 12th edn.
London: Bloomsbury.

Other indicative reading:
Godfrey, J. (2022), Writing for University. 3rd ed. London: Bloomsbury.

Williams, K., Woolliams, M. and Spiro, J. (2020), Reflective Writing. 2nd ed. London: Red Globe
Press.
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